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The Language Situation in Pennsylvania Colleges 

Foreign languages are taught in practically all of the nine 
hundred sixty-eight high schools in the state of Pennsylvania. 
But in a circular letter sent out from the State Department we 
read: "It is recommended that mathematics beyond the first year 
and all foreign languages be elective. This should not be inter- 
preted to mean that these subjects should be elective in all the 
curriculums of a given school. The larger schools will be likely 
to include at least an academic curriculum, a commercial curricu- 
lum, a home economics curriculum, and a manual training curricu- 
lum. Each of these curriculums would include as requirements 
subjects belonging to its particular field." Further on, in speak- 
ing of the smaller schools, expecially the second and third grade 
schools, which can afford only a single curriculum, it is stated: 
"Many of these schools will find it advantageous either to elimi- 
nate foreign language entirely, or to permit students who particu- 
larly desire to do so to carry it as a fifth subject." In the typical 
curriculums which this letter gives as suggestive types, no foreign 
language is included in the two general curriculums set forth, nor 
in the stenographic, general business, or first vocational curricu- 
lums. In the two typical academic curriculums, foreign language 
receives a place in each of the four years; in the mathematical 
curriculum, chemistry or foreign language is recommended for 
the third year, physics or foreign language for the fourth; and in 
the second vocational curriculum, foreign language or etymology 
is suggested for the first year, and foreign language or economic 
geography for the second year. 

Answers received from fifteen of the more than thirty colleges 
and universities in Pennsylvania, recently addressed by a question- 
naire, disclose the following facts: 

All but one gave instruction last year in French, German, and 
Spanish, the exception being Allegheny College, where German 
was dropped during the war and, in spite of the recommendation 
of the Faculty, has not been restored to its place in the program 
of studies. In some institutions, as Juniata College, Huntingdon, 
there were but two or three students taking German, and in 
coeducational institutions these were exclusively men. At 
Muhlenberg College, Allentown, two years of German were re- 
quired up to 1918-19. Now the German classes are small, but 
show an increase. French and Spanish are exceedingly popular 
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now at Muhlenberg both at college and in the extension courses. 
All work in these languages is given by the direct method. Muh- 
lenberg requires Greek and Latin for its A.B. degree, but, as most 
of its men enter the theological seminary, the college thinks they 
need the practical work in French and Spanish. Bryn Mawr, 
Haverford, State, Temple, and Washington and Jefferson gave 
instruction last year also in Italian. State College taught Russian 
too, and the class in that language numbered fifteen, as many 
as were in the class in Italian, which is a junior elective. 

At the majority of the institutions referred to above French 
was the leading modern foreign tongue and Spanish came second. 
Haverford College, however, reports a larger registration for 
German than for Spanish, the number pursuing this latter lan- 
guage being small, no greater than the number pursuing Italian. 
At Lehigh University, South Bethlehem, German held first place, 
about twice as many students taking German as French, which 
held third place. It is interesting to note in this connection that 
only about two per cent of the Lehigh students thronged into the 
Latin classes. At State College Spanish led by two to one nearly, 
but French came second and is improving its standing. At Thiel 
College, in Grenville, German was second in numbers, Spanish 
third; and at Washington and Jefferson, Washington, where 
about half the students take French and a third Latin, about 
a fifth take German, a fifth Italian, and a fifth Spanish. The 
Romance department at Allegheny was last year the largest 
department in the college, when measured in student-hours. 

At least two years of foreign language study in college are 
required for the A.B. degree in all the academic institutions of 
Pennsylvania worthy of the name. Too often, however, students 
are allowed to divide this time between two different languages, 
neither one of which is sometimes a language offered for entrance. 
At Juniata College French is a required subject, and practically 
all the students take it, even those in home economics and the 
"pre-medic" department." 

The decrease of interest in German does not seem to have been 
productive of greater numbers registered by college Latin de- 
partments, altho sometimes, as at Lehigh, a slight growth of 
interest in things Roman is detected in the entrance units presented 
by candidates for admission. It is French and more, perhaps, 
Spanish which has gained through the falling off of German. 
As one correspondent says: "Spanish America appears to be the 
engineer's promised land." Another, sighing for the coming of 
the day when Spanish will hold its place in our curricula for its 
cultural value, writes from a college where there is no engineering 
department: "Incidentally any encouragement of Spanish is 
entirely unnecessary as long as students come from the high school 
with the idea that a year of Spanish is the only thing required to 
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enable them to go to South America and become millionaires in a 
few months." 

Ursinus College, at Collegeville, notices a drifting toward 
vocational courses by the large enrollment in its chemical-biologi- 
cal group. Allegheny and Swarthmore feel also a slight drift from 
language study towards vocational work. At State College, 
where the atmosphere is, naturally, rather vocational, all liberal 
subjects and of course the languages "get the fag end of time 
and spirit and suffer accordingly." But "State has a constantly 
increasing number of really linguistic students." 

The modern language clubs seem some of them to have 
suffered thru the war. Most of the German clubs went into 
retirement in 1917 or 1918. Lehigh is the only institution re- 
porting the existence of a Deutscher Verein. This has sometimes 
given plays for its own membership, but no public performances. 
At Swarthmore, where the registration in French and Spanish 
has been disproportionately large and the duties of the instructors 
in these languages disproportionately heavy, the Cercle franqais 
has led a suspended existence, but will be resuscitated in the fall. 
State College has a Cercle franqais and a Centro Cervantes, but 
"not any too active." They hope to take a new lease of life 
soon. State has "parlor plays" in foreign tongues. A year ago 
two Spanish plays were given there, and it is hoped to repeat 
the undertaking next year. This last year there were in French 
only dialogues before the class. Allegheny College reports a very 
active French club. Aside from the meetings, its members 
produce a French play each year and have ,at least one lecture 
in French, usually given by the official lecturer of the Alliance 
franqaise. The latter organization has a small but enthusiastic 
chapter in Meadville, which works in fine harmony with Le Petit 
Salon, the college organization. Bryn Mawr supports French 
and Spanish clubs, and French lectures are occasionally given 
under the auspices of the formal organization. The annual 
play presented by Le Cercle franqais, the men's organization at 
the University of Pennsylvania, in conjunction with Le Salon 
franqais, the women's organization, has grown to be an important 
event in the life of Philadelphia. Temple University has a French 
circle also, and has always made a feature of its French plays. 
Ursinus has no French, German, or Spanish club, but its Modern 
Language Group, which holds monthly meetings, takes the place 
of such organizations. Frequently there are features of the pro- 
gram that are rendered in the original tongues. Washington and 
Jefferson College also has no French club, but the students there 
take part sometimes in the exercises of the town's Alliance franqaise. 

Four French Graduate Scholarships are offered annually at 
Bryn Mawr College to French women. Swarthmore has for 
the last two years maintained two French women Scholars, who 
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have, in addition to carrying on their own work, assisted in the 
French department. State College also had last year two French 
girls. This year it is looking for a girl for a Fellowship. It has 
strangely enough, in its Romance Faculty of fourteen or fifteen, 
no woman instructor. There will be next year a graduate from 
the University of Chile, Santiago, and one trained in graduate 
work at the University of Uruguay, with three years' educational 
experience in South America. State is planning to strengthen 
the South American side of its work, with reference to trade, 
commerce, and literature. It is developing practical business 
courses rapidly. 

PERSONALS 

Dr. Lander MacClintock, who has been for the last three years 
at Swarthmore College, goes to the University of Indiana as 
assistant professor in French. Miss Beatrice Jenkins, daughter 
of Professor T. A. Jenkins, of Chicago, and a graduate of Swarth- 
more, will teach French at Albright College, Myerstown. Profes- 
sor J. M. D. Brown has taken the French and Spanish at Muhlen- 
berg. Professor Brown studied at Grenoble and then traveled on 
foot thru France and Spain. At Ursinus, Professor Baden will 
devote himself exclusively to Spanish and Greek. Assistant 
Professor Fost will give all his time to the German department, 
and M. C. Edouard Roche, of the University of Vermont, has 
been elected professor of French. 

isabelle bronk 

Notes from Ohio 

E. S. Ingraham, Professor of Romance Languages at Ohio 
State University, has resigned from the University to go into 
other work. His place will be filled by Professor Wm. S. Hendrix, 
Assistant Professor of Romance Languages at the University of 
Texas, who will have charge of the Spanish work at Ohio State 
University. 

Miss Sara T. Barrows, Assistant Professor of German at 
Ohio State University, for the past year on leave of absence returns 
this fall. During the last year she gave courses on English 
Sounds for Foreigners in the Extension Division of the University 
of California. 

Mr. H. P. Spring, Lecturer at Toronto University, has accepted 
the appointment as Assistant Professor of French at the College 
of Wooster. He fills the place left vacant by the resignation of 
Professor H. G. Behoteguy, who was for thirty years Professor 
of French at Wooster. 
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Miss Luella Kiekhofer, Professor of Romance Languages at 
Mt. Union College, who has been doing post-graduate work at 
Johns Hopkins for the past year and a half will resume her work 
at Mt. Union College this fall. 

Ohio Wesleyan University reports a very large advance enroll- 
ment in French and Spanish both in the beginning and advanced 
classes. 

Mr. Grimm, Professor of Latin, has been transferred to the 
French Department. 

Italian will be offered this year for the first time. 

Lake Erie College has an enthusiastic Cercle Victor Hugo 
which meets monthly. It numbers twenty-five members, all 
advanced students. 

During last year one hundred students studied French, 
twenty Spanish, and two Italian. 

The University of Toledo makes a specialty of lecture courses 
which are open to the general public. Professor Theophile 
Dambac will offer Gambetta, fondateur de la troisieme Republique; 
Mirabeau et son r61e au commencement de la Revolution francaise; 
Jeanne d'Arc et ce qu'elle personnifie. 

Courses in elementary Italian will be offered this fall. 

Miss May Tweedie of Iowa Wesleyan College has accepted 
the position as Instructor at the University of Akron. She takes 
up her work this fall. 

Notes from Washington 

Miss Sarah P. Sutton, of the department of French, Lincoln 
High School, Tacoma, spent the summer in England and France. 

Professor P. J. Frein, head of the department of Romance 
Languages and Literatures in the University of Washington, 
Seattle, gave three courses in French at Stanford University, 
Palo Alto, California, during the summer quarter. The courses 
given by Professor Frein included Advanced Composition, the 
Modern French Drama, and the Short Story, all classes being 
conducted in French. 

Professor G. W. Umphrey, of the department of Spanish in 
the University of Washington, Seattle, and one of the editors of 
Hispanic, sailed on June 19th for Panama and South America. 
Professor Umphrey is a special emissary of the Institute of 
International Education, which was established a little over a 
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year ago, and is its first representative to South America. He will 
give a series of lectures, covering a period of six months, in the 
principal universities of Peru, Uruguay, Argentina, and Chile, 
with a view to creating a better understanding of the customs 
and ideals of the United States. The lectures will be given in 
Spanish, and will include the following subjects: "Pan-American- 
ism," "Americanism in Contemporary Literature," "University 
Life in the United States," "The Educational System in the 
United States," and "Walt Whitman, a Typically American 
Poet." 

The Department of Romance Languages of Beloit College gave 
a performance of Labiche and Martin's La Poudre aux Yeux on 
May 28, 1920. With one exception, the students taking part 
were members of the classes in elementary French. The artistic 
success of the play was due largely to the training of the actors 
by Miss Mary Eleanor Fassaway, of the department. The 
proceeds were devoted to the maintenance of a French orphan. 

Mile Yvonne Tissier, who has spent two years at Beloit College 
as one of the two students assigned to the college by the French 
government, and has received her A.B. degree from that institu- 
tion, will be assistant in French in Beloit College for the coming 
year. 

Professor Irving Babbitt, of Harvard University, will be one 
of the speakers before the modern language section of the Wiscon- 
sin State Association at the meeting in November. 



